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exchange, be turned but of its channel, to the injury of the real buyers and sellen 
of English bills. 

It appears by advertisements in the news papers, that some impositions have been 
practised by the Weigh-masters on articles brought to the market of Belfast. In the 
present sunk state of public spirit, it is probable the people will submit to be farther 
fleeced, rather than legally to redress themselves. There is in almost every instance 
a want of co-operation in those who are aggrieved, which gives the confidence of 
impunity to those who extort more than the law allows, and thus timidity encourages 
the progress of imposition. 



NATURALIST'S REPORT. 

From the 20th January, 1813, to the 20th March, 1814. 

From observations made in the neighbourhood of Belfast, Latitude 54° 35 m'n. 43 5SC . 
Longitude 5° 58 min, 1 4 sec. West of London. 

ArT«R such severe weather as we have lately experienced, our curiosity is natu- 
rally excited to inquire if ever the like has happened at any prior period. 

To gratify those who may not have an opportunity of seeing the celebrated Mil- 
ler's Gardiner's Dictionary, an account of the frost of 1 739-40, commonly called the 
Great Frost is here inserted. 

« The frost commenced early in November, but towards the end of the month, the 
frost abated, and there was little more than slight morning frost until Christmas day; 
but on the 28th the wind blew with great force from the North East. On the 29th the 
wind changed to the South East and blew with great fury ; the thermometer fell thii 
day to 25° below frost (7°) ; the cold increasing, the waters wet e all frozen over, and 
that day was so intense, as to freeze the water of the Thames, which was raised by 
the force of the wind, into ice, before it fell down again. 

" By the piercing winds the grass was almost totally burnt up. 

"On the 4th of January, although no wind was stirring, the timber trees suffered 
greatly, especially the oaks, which were split with great violence, and noise resembling 
the breaking down of large branches, and when heard at a distance, like the firing 
of guns. The oak? in general had received so much injury from the frost, as to oc- 
casion such a weakness and distemper among them, that the following spring they 
were infected with insects to such a degree, that their leaves were eaten and entirety 
destroyed by them : so that at midsummer, they were as naked as if it had been the 
beginning of April. Many cattle were killed. Walnut, ash, and several other trees, 
had their last year's shoots killed." 

Although the cold of this season has not been so severe as that described, yet much 
injury has.'been done to many trees and shrubs, and it is likely the effects will be more 
discernible when the season is farther advanced. At present, the Lauristinus (Vibur- 
num Tinus); Portugal Laurel (Prunus Lusitanica) ; I ommon Laurel (Prunus Lauro 
Cerasus); Rock Rose, or Gum Cistus (Cistus Ladaniferus) ; Cretan Cistus (Cistus Creti- 
cus) ; Tree Heath (Erica Arborea) ; Southern Heath (Erica Australis) ; Mediterranean 
Heath (Erica Mediterranea) ; and common Furze (Ulex Europaeus), in many situa- 
tions are killed down to the ground, or have their young branches destroyed. A plant 
of the Square-podded Sophora, or Edwardsia (Edwardsia Microphylla) ; and Day- 
smeiling Coronilla (Coronilla Glauca), which, trained against a wall, had stood the 
frost of several winters, are either killed down to the ground, or have their branches 
of two or three years growth killed; but in opposition to these losses, the Gold Plant 
(Aucuba Japonica) ; the Japan Allspice (Calycanthus Pnecox) ; Japan Apple Tree (Py- 
rus Japonica ; and Japan Corchorus (Corchorus Japonicus), have passed the winter in 
the open ground : flower buds are at the present time on the two last, nearly ready 
for expanding. But amongst the most serious evils which the severity of the winter 
has produced, is the loss of numbers of birds, those guardians who watch and restrain 
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within bounds, the vast tribes of destructive insects. Miller mentions the destruction 
caused by this powerful enemy, and it is to be feared, that although he seems to 
have mistaken the cause, the same effects will follow. 

Feb. 12. Chaffinch (Fringilla Calebs), began to sing. Snow Drops (Gabmhus Niva- 
lis), in bud, about three inches above ground ; and Winter Aconite (He- 
leborus Hycmalis), almost in flower. 
13. Common Thrush (Turdus Musicus), singing. 

16. Hedge Warbler (Motaciila Modular^), singing. 

26. Early flowering Dwarf Heath (Erica Carnea), flowering. 
28. Single Blue Hepatica (Anemone Hepatica), flowering. 
March 5. Spring Suow Flake Leucojum Vernum), common Yellow Crocus (Cro- 
cus Mcesiacus), and Purple and WhiteCrocus (Crocus Biflorus), flowering. 
15. Tom Tit (Parus Major), singing. Goaseberry (Ribes Grosularia), bud- 
ding. 

17. Two-leaved Squill (Scilla Bifolia), and Cloth of Gold Crocus (Crocus 

Susianis), flowering. 
22. Blackbird (Turdus Merula), singing. Frogt (Ratta Temporaria). 
24. Dog's Tooth Violet (Erythronium Denscanis), and Fragrant Coltsfoot 

(Tussilago Fragrans), flowering. 

26. Party-coloured Crocus (Crocus Versicolor), and Scented Violet (Viola D- 

dorata,) flowering. 

27. Dwarf Daffodil (Narcissus Minor), and Blue Navelwort (Cynoglossum 

Qmphalodes), flowering. 



METEOROLOGICAL REPORT. 

From tie 20th January, 1815, to the 20th March, 1814. 

From observations made in the neighbourhood of Belfast, latitude 54° 35 min. 43 tee. 
Longitude 5° 58 min. 14 sec. West of London. 

The extraordinary degree of cold which has prevailed, will naturally excite the cu- 
riosity of Meteorologists, to know the state of the Thermometer, as observed at other 
places, the following extract, therefore, from Mr. Tilloch's Philosophical Magazine, 
may prove acceptable. 

At Basingstoke, Hampshire, at 7, a. m on the 10th, Fahrenheit's Thermometer 
was at 3 below ; at 10, a. m. 8 above ; and at 7, v. M. 3 below °, 

January 6lb, in Edinburgh, 24°. 15th, at Kelso, 10. 17th, at Glasgow, at 8, 
SO, A. M 7. 17th, in the fields, near Glasgow, 5. 

The following observations on Fahrenheit's Thermometer, were made at Croft House, 
near Bradford, at a little before nine o'clock, on the mornings of each of the following 
(lays. 

January 4th, 12°. 7th, 17. 9th, 18. 10th, 10. 11th, 21. 12th, 22, 14th. 15. 
15th, 22. 16th, 22. 17th, 3. 18th, 18. 20th, 28. 

The Register Thermometer, at Jones', Oxendon-street, on the night between the 
9th and 10th, was at 7 degrees Fahrenheit ; on the same night, at Petersham, it was 
at 2 degrees, which is the greatest cold we have had since between the 24th and 25th 
of December, 1798, when the Register in Tilney-street, was at Zero; Sir George 
Shuckburgh's, in Park-street, 2 degrees below Zero; Mr. Cavendish's, at Clapham, 
7 below; and near Maidstpne, 11 and 12 below Zero,, which was the greatest cold 
ever observed in England. By referring to pur last number, the .cold which prevailed 
here at the above periods may be seen. 
January 21, 22, Frost. 

23, 24, Thawing during the day. 

25, Thaw and rain. 
26, 29, Thawing during these days. 

30, Snow. 

31, Frosty, squally, with snow showers. 



